Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #2 - Who is Jesus Christ?


It is a question that was surely oft repeated in first century Palestine.  Jesus asked it once himself: “Who do men say that I am?”.  It was the bold apostle Peter who volunteered his opinion that Jesus was the Messiah, the son of the living God. He was a prophet like Elijah, but not just a prophet. He was a teacher like John, but not just a teacher. In fact, he was waiting to become a priest and king as well.

In short, Jesus is the answer. Okay, so what was the problem, you might wonder. The problem was and is sin, which all eventually commits and which none can successfully overcome on his own. 

The very first sin ever committed by Adam and Eve occasioned the very prophecy about the incarnation of God the son in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. God cursed the serpent for tempting the couple and then promised that Eve's seed would bruise his head even as the tempter bruised his heel. This prophecy was fulfilled on the cross where Jesus's heel was bruised even as he dealt a major blow to the devil's power through the sting of death and the disease of sin.

Sins continued to mount through the Old Testament and generations of people came and went knowing that they needed something to help them overcome. Prophets foretold the coming of a Messiah who would be their deliverer, but many who heard them assumed that the deliverance was from national bondage, not slavery to sin. They underestimated the power and impact the Messiah would have.

Finally, Jesus was born in a body prepared for him by God but through the miraculous conception of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:18-25). He taught a gospel of the kingdom of God that ignored national woes and promised deliverance from the tyranny of sin (Matthew 4:17, John 8:32). The devil figured like many men that Jesus would physically assume a throne and destroy his power and so he had Jesus killed. Only upon the Lord's miraculous resurrection from the tomb three days later did it become apparent that his death was the atoning work and his kingdom was spiritual. 

Jesus ascended back into Heaven where he lives to make intercession for his brethren–those who confess faith in him, put him on in baptism and strive to walk by faith each day. Jesus is the way, truth and life and no one comes to the Father except by him (John 14:6). There is no other name given among men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Sooner or later, everyone will have to make a decision about Jesus.

1. At what point was Jesus created by God (Revelation 3:14, Colossians 1:15-17, John 1:1-3,14)? Explain.
Jesus is the beginning of creation, but not its first product. Jesus is not a creature like man, Satan or the angels, but fully shares in Godhood. 


2. How is Jesus present in the following Genesis passages?

a. Genesis 1:26: The “Us” indicates a plurality of Godhood 

             members

b. Genesis 3:14-15: Eve’s seed is Christ (Galatians 3:19)


3. What was Jesus before incarnation (Philippians 2:5-6, Hebrews 10:5)?
Like Jehovah, Jesus was a Spirit who dwelt in equality with the other persons of the Godhood until a body was prepared for him to inhabit on Earth.

4. How did Jesus come to Earth? Whose prophecies did his birth fulfill?
Jesus was born humbly in a manger to the virgin Mary, answering the 700-year-old predictions of Isaiah (7:14), Micah (5:2) and Gabriel (Matthew 1:18-25).

5. What did Gabriel call Jesus (Matthew 1:23, Colossians 2:8-10)?
Jesus is “God with us.” Paul added that all the fullness of the Godhead dwelt bodily in Jesus Christ while he lived on Earth.

6. What prophecies did Moses make about the Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:15, 17-18)? Both Malachi and Isaiah predicted that a forerunner would precede the Messiah (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1). Had the forerunner come?  Who was he?
Moses foresaw a Prophet like himself but with divine, rather than delegated authority, whose words would form the standard of judgment for eternity (John 12:48, Matthew 17:1-9). Jesus’ cousin, John the immerser, was the forerunner who prepared the way for the Messiah (Matthew 17:12-13, Luke 3:1-6).

7. Did Jesus show any signs of being someone special in between his birth and his brief public ministry. If so, what were they (Luke 2:41-52)?
Jesus was about his father’s business, living sinlessly and increasing humanly in his knowledge, strength and ability.

8. Before his arrest, who did people guess Jesus was (Matthew 16:13-14)?  Who did Peter say he was (Matthew 16:15-17, John 6:68-69)?
The people figured he might have been a resurrected John, Elijah, Jeremiah or simply a talented prophet. Peter proclaimed that Jesus was the Messiah and son of God.

9. What is Christ, by his death and resurrection (Acts 2:29-33, Hebrews 5:9, Galatians 3:13, 1 John 4:10)? What is Jesus doing today (John 14:6, 1 John 2:1, Hebrews 7:24-28)?
Jesus is our king, redeemer and teacher. Jesus is our high priest, still providing the only avenue to his exalted father as our intercessor, redeemer, advocate and friend.
